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Welcome to the latest edition of Faiths Engage.

As we bid farewell to 2021, | would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks and appreciation to Gordon
Arthur, who has been our acting chair of trustees this past year. Gordon took up the interim post after Jonathan
Kerry’s resignation and has done a fantastic job _
! of overseeing the work of the Centre and the |
: appomtment of our new chair of trustees. We
: are enormously grateful to Gordon, who is our
: longest serving trustee. He will be with us until
gthe 2022 AGM, when his term of office as a
: trustee formally comes to an end.

| am also delighted to introduce you to our

: new chair of trustees, Professor Robert Allison,
former vice-chancellor of Loughborough

: University. He brings with him a vast wealth of
experience and understanding of strategic

: planning, and we are very grateful to him for

: his commitment to the Centre.

: The change of chair took place at a meeting of
: the Trustees on 16" November and will be
: formally ratified at the 2022 AGM.

In the latest issue, you can also read about our activities during November. As you can see we had a very busy

: interfaith week, managing visits to a Masjid, a Mandir, a Gurdwara and a Synagogue, as well as presentations in
gthe Centre and in Leicester College. It was great to be able to meet in person, sharing food and conversation

: together. It is also positive to see a return to working in schools, which we hope to see a lot more of during 2022.

: Finally, can | encourage you to join us for a showing of “I'm lJit,” details of which are on the back page.

Tom Wilson, Centre Director

Corporate Training

As well as continuing with Religion & Belief training for police recruits and Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire Fire
& Rescue Services, our Deputy Director, Riaz has been busy with a number of Inter Faith Week events. The week
began with an Inter Faith lunch at Leicester College and later in the week he attended an excellent Inter Faith Week
Showcase where he met a member of the Zoroastrian community. Riaz also delivered three Multi Faith Mosaic
sessions at Ibstock Junior School during November.
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Inter Faith Week 2021
Covid-19 and Stigma

On Wednesday 17" November, we welcomed Dr
Nikita Simpson from the London School of
Economics to present on her research about
Covid-19 and stigma. Nikita had interviewed
many people in Leicester, both during the first
local lockdown in July 2020 and then also in early
2021. She shared her findings, focusing
particularly on the experiences of prejudice and
discrimination that were exacerbated by fears related to possible transmission of Covid-19. It was a fascinating
presentation, and we’re grateful to Nikita for coming to speak with us.

Report on COP-26

Also on Wednesday 17" November, George Ballentyne, a member of the local Bahai community, shared his
experience of interfaith activities and engagement during the second week of COP-26 in Glasgow. It was good to
hear of positive interaction between different faith communities at what was a very significant event for the future
of our planet.

Visits to places of worship

On Thursday 18" November, we led a small group to visit Geeta Bhavan Mandir and Guru Amar Das Gurdwara on
the Clarendon Park area of Leicester. Many of those who joined us had not been inside either place of worship
before, and it was wonderful to hear how the congregations of each community are gathering for worship during
the current challenging times. Tom and Riaz also accompanied Bishop Martyn on a visit to Masjid Al Falah, where
he met with members of the congregation gathered for prayers before sharing lunch with some in the community.
We are grateful to all three places of worship for their welcome and hospitality.
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More November Events

Mothers Union Visit

On Tuesday gt November, Tom and Bernard visited the
Mothers Union group that meets at St Anne’s. Bernard
gave a short talk and answered questions about his
experiences as a Jewish person growing up in South
Africa and living in the UK today. The discussion was very
lively and good natured, with lots of questions ranging
from the politics of Apartheid South Africa to which
foods are associated with different festivals. It was a visit
that was initially planned for 2020, so we’re glad to have
finally honoured the commitment!

Lunch at Lambeth Palace

On Monday 22™ November, Tom accompanied some
local Hindu leaders to a lunch hosted at Lambeth Palace
by the Archbishop of Canterbury. This was an
opportunity for Archbishop Justin to hear the views of
British Hindus in what it is hoped will become an annual
event held shortly after Diwali each year. Thanks to Nima
Suchak, Rajol Tejura and Pramod Thakkar for making
time at very short notice to attend.

Avanti Fields

On Wednesday 10" November, Tom accompanied
Bishop Martyn to visit Avanti Fields Secondary school,
where Bishop Martyn answered questions from a group
of Year 10 students, which covered a wide range of
topics from his views on how God made the world, the
balance between divine omnipotence and human free
will, the significance of the crucifixion, the problem of
evil, whether Easter or Christmas were of greater
significance to the Christian faith, and in the quick fire
round, whether he preferred chocolate or boiled sweets
(chocolate), and
perhaps most
importantly,
whether he
liked cheese and
crackers or
samosas
(samosas). He
then met with
senior staff of
the school and
went on a tour
of the school
site. Thanks to
Avanti Fields and in particular, Pradip Gajjar for
arranging the visit.

Intercultural Worshipping Communities

On November 18" James took a group from the
Intercultural Worshipping Communities to visit the
Leicester Hebrew Congregation. People really
appreciated getting to see the Synagogue and the tour
from Laurie who had been part of the redevelopment.
Uri talked about his experiences as a Jewish person living
in Leicester and talked about Christian-Jewish relations.
The visit was enjoyed by all. If you would like to have a
visit like this arranged please contact James at
courses@stphilipscentre.co.uk
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Coming soon........

I'm Jit and I'm an al

A short film based on a true story

Thurs 9th Dec - 5.30pm - 7.00pm
A screening followed by a Q&A

In partnership with

Barnabas Centre in Oadby
(St Pauls Cl, Oadby, Leicester LE2 4L7)

For more information and resources
www.7events.org/ImJit

HimJit

Funding Support

St. Philip’s Centre is grateful for the funding it receives from the following and from many individual supporters, Friends, Associates and
Member Churches.

Methodist Connexion
N C Bellefontaine Trust
Near Neighbours—(DLUHC)

Allchurches Trust Leicester College
All Saints’ Trust Leicestershire & Rutland Community
Anglican Diocese of Leicester Foundation

Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham
The Dunhill Medical Trust
The Helen Jean Cope Charity

Leicestershire & Rutland Masonic
Charity Association (LRMCA)

Northampton District of the Methodist Church
Open Society Foundations
P & C Hickinbotham Charitable Trust

Leicester City Council
The Linking Network
Masonic Charitable Foundation

Home Office
The J R Corah Foundation Fund

The Together Initiative
The United Reformed Church

I : faiths engage is the newsletter of St Philip’s Centre Ltd

2A Stoughton Drive North, Leicester LE5 5UB

e Tel: 0116 273 3459
admin@stphilipscentre.co.uk :

O Twitter: @SPCleicester Facebook: stphilipscentreltd
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